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Children’s Rights in and Through Education: Learning to Live Together 

CURRICULUR REFORM FOR TEACHERS, STUDENTS OF EDUCATION, AND HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION FACULTY
Team Members: Israel: Laura Sigad, Rhonda Sofer; Austria: Thomas Mohrs; Georgia: Natia Gorgadze and Estonia: Sulev Valdnaa, Piret Multer
 Advisor: United Kingdom: Hugh Starkey
Course Rationale:

Human Rights can be promoted and achieved through education. DOIT program conceptualizes educators as future leaders, with the potential of being key social agents in promoting these rights.  The educators' role requires their understanding of universal Human and Children's Rights of the 21st Century, as well as their acquisition of tools for upholding these rights.  DOIT's vision for all graduates, especially students of education, is that they will gain awareness of their role and of their responsibilities as citizens in today's global society. The aim of this course is to provide both a cognitive and experiential approach to Human and Children's rights education.  Moreover, the course seeks to provide a venue for discussion of Human and Children's Rights so that these issues become relevant components of the everyday lives, consciousness and goals as professional educators and students of education. 
Course Description:

This course introduces students of education and in-service teachers to the principles of Human and Children's Rights and provides them with tools for the promotion of these rights. This is accomplished through a combined cognitive and experiential approach and structure. Course topics include: An Introduction to the Theory and History of the Development of Human and Children's Rights; the Basic Rights to Survive; the Basic Rights to be Safe; the Basic Rights to Belong and the Basic Rights to Develop.  Specifically, the ways in which human and children’s rights to survival are threatened by poverty, war and the exploitation are described. The ways in which children's right to be safe is endangered by child abuse and neglect in the family and peer violence are examined. Overall, this course aims to address the content of Human and Children’s rights by promoting critical thinking and social involvement.
 Course Objectives
DOIT's objective is to develop curriculum for Human and Children's Rights Education for educators, students of education (B.Ed./B.A., M.Ed./M.A.), in service teachers and faculty of Higher Education Institutions (HEI).  This objective is obtained through interactive pedagogy that reflects a holistic approach. This curriculum integrates models for Children and Human Right's Education and includes: knowledge and background, responsibility and accountability, and action and activism. It is accomplished by addressing content, the promotion of critical thinking, values, and social involvement through an integrative approach and interactive structure.  Through various activities and specifically a sequential goal-directed experiential project that accompanies the educational modules of the course, these objectives are strengthened.

Learning Outcomes:

●
Outline History and Development of Human and Children's Rights.

●
Outline elements the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC).

●
Differentiate between the theoretical foundations of Human Rights and Democracy.
●
Recognize the dilemmas and challenges that educator’s encounter in the process of disclosure and promoting Children’s Rights.
●
Recognize the educator’s responsibility towards the promotion and protection of Human and Children's Rights.
●
Utilize practical tools for the prevention and intervention of Human and Children’s Rights violations.

Course requirements:

●
Active Participation: There is a requirement to attend 80% of the classes and to actively participate in class discussions.

●
Exercises: During the semester each student will hand in two exercises in which s/he will apply the theoretical material taught in class to concrete issues of Human or Children’s Rights in Israel.  Exercises will be submitted through the course portal online.

●
Final exam: Final exam will cover all required reading materials as well as material covered during lectures.
Distribution of Grades: 
Human Rights Community Project
Human and Children's Rights Organizational Profile Assignment: In small working groups students will identify, visit, and gather information on a local community agency that serves children and/or adults dealing with an aspect of issues related to human rights. Based on the student's research, they will develop an organizational profile about the agency mission and services to turn in and share and disseminate this information with both the college in the form of a group show as well as within their schools.
Education Units
Class schedule

	EDUCATIONAL UNIT #1:

Introduction to Human and Children's Rights:  

Rationale and Objectives:

The aim of this unit is to provide an introduction to the structure and topic content of the entire course. In addition, this unit aims to begin the process of consciousness raising as to the role of educators in Human and Children's Rights education. Specifically, course participants will be introduced to the theory of Human and Children's Rights as well as to the framework for understanding, learning and teaching children's rights. 
    Learning Outcomes:

· Outline History and Development of Human and Children's Rights.
· Differentiate the various structural constructs of Human and Children's Rights including the right of survive, the right to The Right to Survive, The Right to be Safe, The Right to Belong, The Right to Develop.


	Lesson Number
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	1
	
	Lecture Topics:

a. Goals of the course

b. Methods of Teaching the course

c. How the student will be assessed

d. How students see their roles as educators in promoting 
     Children's Human Rights
e. Framework for understanding and
    learning about and teaching children's 
    rights:
· The Right to Survive

· The Right to be Safe

· The Right to Belong

· The Right to Develop


	 

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 

Starkey, H., & Osler, A. (2006). Education for democratic citizenship: A review of research, policy and practice 1995-2005. Research Papers in Education, 21 (4), 433-466. 

Recommended Readings: 
Osler, A., & Starkey, H. (2010). Human rights and democracy in schools. In A. Osler & H. Starkey, Teachers and Human Rights Education (pp. 144-163). Stoke-on-Trent: Trentham Books Ltd. 




	          EDUCATIONAL UNIT #2:
       Human and Children's Rights:
International Declarations and Historical Perspectives 

Rationale and Objectives.  "A right is a right only when one knows about it" (Starkey 2010)   

Since educators have a role in promoting and reinforcing Human and Children's Rights, it is fundamental that they have basic knowledge and understanding of these provisions.  The aim of this unit is to provide educators with information and principles of Human and Children's Rights education through presenting and discussing the Universal Declaration of Human Rights- (UDHR) and The UN Convention on the rights of the child (CRC).
Learning Outcomes:  

· Outline the major tenant of UDHR

· Outline the major tenants of the Rights of the Child
· Examine the history of the emergence of HCR

· Recognize the structural differences between Human Rights and Democracy

· Recognize the challenges rights enforcement



	Lesson Number
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	2
	 
	Lecture Topics:

a. History of the development and emergence of Children's Human Rights including UN declarations and The UN Convention on the rights of the child (CRC).

b. Human Rights and Democracy
	

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 

Melton, G. B., & Limber, S. (1992). What children’s rights mean to children: Children’s own views. In M. Freeman & P. Veerman (Eds.), The ideologies of children's rights (pp. 167-187). Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers.
Recommended Readings:
1. Bessel, S., & Gal. T. (2008). Forming partnerships: The human rights of children in need of care and protection. International Journal of Children’s Rights, 17, 1–16.

2. Bollenbacher, V., & Sakagawa, T. (2006). Justice, therapeutic and hybrids and implications for children's rights: A review of state policy. Children and Youth Services Review, 28 (6), 682-703.

3. Welbourne, P. (2002). Culture, children’s rights and child protection. Child Abuse Review, 11, 345–358.

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 

1. Mama, R. S. (2010). Needs, rights, and the human family: The practicality of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Child Welfare, 89 (5), 177-189.

2. Melton, G. B. (1991). Preserving the dignity of children around the world: The U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child. Child Abuse & Neglect, 15 (4), 343-350.
Recommended Readings: 

1. Hart, S. N, Lee, Y., & Wernham, M. (2012). A new age for child protection - General Comment 13: Why it is important, how it was constructed, and what it intends? Child Abuse & Neglect, 35 (12), 970-978.

2. Svevo-Cianci, K. A., Herczog, M., Krappmann, L., & Cook, P. (2011). The new UN CRC General Comment 13: "The right of the child to freedom from all forms of violence" - changing how the world conceptualizes child protection. Child Abuse & Neglect, 35 (12), 979-989.

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 
Osler, A. (2009). Citizenship education, democracy and racial justice 10 years on. Race Equality Teaching, 27 (3), 21-27.

Recommended Readings: 

1. Gal, T., & Moyal, S. (2011). Juvenile victims in restorative justice: Findings from the reintegrative shaming experiments. British Journal of Criminology, 51 (6), 1014-1034.
2. Osler, A., & Zhou, J. (2011). Narratives in teaching and research for justice and human rights. Education, Citizenship and Social Justice, 6 (3), 223–235.


	        EDUCATIONAL UNIT #3:
   The Right to Survive
Children Living in Poverty, Children affected by Violence and Armed conflict and  The Exploitation of Children


Rationale and Objectives
    
One of the cornerstones of Human and Children's Rights is the protection and assurance of basic survival.  The aim of this unit is to provide educators with both knowledge of some of the ways in which children’s rights to survival are endangered.
Learning Outcomes

· Recognize the endangerment of the children's right to survive caused by poverty, violence and war and exploitation.



	Class
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	3
	
	Lecture Topic: 

Exploitation of children

· Child Labor
· Sex Child trafficking 

Poverty: 
· Gaps in economic inequalities in society and effects on children’s survival  

· Homelessness and Street children

	

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 
Panter-Brick, C. (2002). Street children, human rights, and public health: A critique and future directions. Annual Review of Anthropology, 31, 147-171.
Recommended Readings: 

1. Ben-Arieh, A., & Gal, J. (1998). The paradox of child poverty in Israel. European Journal of Social Work, 1 (3), 347-359.

2. Gottlieb, D. (2007). Poverty and labor market behavior in the Ultra-Orthodox population in Israel. Jerusalem: National Insurance Institute.

2. Grodem, A.S. (2008). Household poverty and deprivation among children: How strong are the links? Childhood, 15 (11), 107-125.
3. Krumer-Nevo, M. (2005). Listening to "life knowledge": A new research direction in poverty studies. International Journal of Social Welfare, 14 (2), 99-106.

4. Lewit , E. M.., Terman, D. L., & Behrman, R. E. (1997). Children and poverty: Analysis and recommendations. The Future of Children, 7, 4-24.
5. Luthar, S.S. (1999). Poverty and children's adjustment. Thosand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. (Vol. 41, Developmental Clinical Psychology and Psychiatric Series, Series ed: A. E. Kazdin).

6. Strier, R. (2005). Gendered realities of poverty: Men and women's views of poverty in Jerusalem. Social Service Review, 79 (2), 344-367.

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 
Tibbits, F. (1996). On human dignity: The need for human rights education. Social Education, 60 (7), 428-431.
Recommended Readings: 

Gershoff, E. T., & Bitensky, S. H. (2007). The case against corporal punishment of children: Converging evidence from social science research and international human rights law and implications for U.S. public policy. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 13 (4), 231-272.


	          EDUCATIONAL UNIT #4:

The Right to be Safe
Child Abuse and Maltreatment, Peer Violence and 

The Role of Educators in Prevention and Intervention

Rationale and Objectives
Children and youth are vulnerable to be victims of violence of multiple types and in varied contexts. Educators stand in a forefront position to protect and assure children’ right to be safe from maltreatment, violence, abuse and neglect. This unit aims to educate course participants on child abuse and neglect in the family, peer violence, to raise awareness and stimulate discussion on their current and potential role. Moreover, it aims to provide practical tools for students of education and teachers towards active prevention and intervention for child whose safety is at risk.     
Learning Outcomes:

· Enumerate and Describe the multiple forms of child maltreatment.

· Recognize the educator’s responsibility towards the prevention and intervention of children and youth whose right to be safe is at risk.

· Outline the different forms of peer violence and its implications on children's safety and well being. 
Utilize practical tools for the prevention and intervention of Human and Children’s Rights violations focusing on family and peer violence.

Recognize the gaps between incidence, prevalence and disclosure of abuse.

Identify the different dilemmas related to the mandatory reporting of the abuse.

	Class
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	4 
	
	Lecture Topics:

 a. Child Abuse and Maltreatment
· Family Violence towards Forms of Child Abuse

· Physical

· Mental/Emotional

· Sexual

· Neglect

· Poly-victimization
· Witness to IPV 

	

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 

1. Finkelhor, D., Ormrod, R. K., & Turner, H. A. (2009). Lifetime assessment of poly-victimization in a national sample of children and youth. Child Abuse & Neglect, 33 (7), 403-411.

2. Fontes, L. A. (2005). Multicultural orientation to child maltreatment work. In L. A. Fontes, Child Abuse and Culture: Working with Diverse Families (pp.1-29). New York, NY: Guilford Press.

Recommended Readings: 

1. Finkelhor, D. (2008). Childhood victimization violence, crime and abuse in the lives of young people. New York: Oxford University Press.

2. Fontes, L. (2005). Working with immigrant families affected by child maltreatment. In L. A. Fontes, Child Abuse and Culture: Working with Diverse Families (pp.30-57). New York, NY: Guilford Press.

3. Hansen, P., & Ainsworth, F. (2009) Human rights abuse in aspects of child protection practice? Australian Journal of Social Issues, 44 (2), 183-193.

4. Hershkowitz, I., Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., & Horowitz, D. (2006). Dynamics of forensic interviews with suspected abuse victims who do not disclose. Child Abuse & Neglect, 30, 753–769.
5. Perilla, J. L. (1999). Domestic violence as a human rights issue: The case of immigrant Latinos. Hispanic Journal of Behavioral Sciences, 21 (2), 107-133.

6. Thomlison, B. (2004). Child maltreatment: A risk and protective factor perspective. In M.W. Fraser (Ed.), Risk and resilience in childhood: An ecological perspective (2nd ed., pp.89-132). Washington, DC: NASW Press.
Recommended Readings:

2. Miller-Perrin, C. L., & Perrin, R. D. (2007). Chapter 4. In C. L. Miller-Perrin & R. D. Perrin, Child maltreatment: An introduction (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.


	5
	
	 Peer Violence
· Tools to conceive of educators roles and responsibilities in the context so peer violence in formal and non- formal educational settings

· Bullying 
· Cyberspace peer Violence- and  means of coping
· Youth and Gangs
	

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 

Kirman, J. M. (2004). Using the theme of bullying to teach about human rights in the social studies curriculum. McGill Journal of Education, 39 (3), 327-341.

	6
	
	The Role of Educators in the context of child Maltreatment   


· The Gap between Incidence and Disclosure of child abuse 

· Reporting and Disclosure Dilemmas  

· Teachers Roles and responsibilities in the context of child abuse

· Action oriented Prevention and Intervention
	We feel this may deserve more attention and time beyond one lecture.

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 

Melton, G. (2005). Mandated reporting: A policy without reason. Child Abuse & Neglect, 29, 9-18. 

Recommended Readings: 

1. Alaggia, R. (2004). Many ways of telling: Expanding conceptualizations of child sexual abuse disclosure. Child Abuse & Neglect, 28 (11), 1213-1227.

2. Ainsworth, F. (2002). Mandatory reporting of child abuse and neglect: Does it really make a difference. Child and Family Social Work, 7, 57-63.

3. Ashton,V. (2004). The effect of personal characteristics on reporting child maltreatment. Child Abuse & Neglect, 28, 985-997.

4. Ben-Arieh, A., & Haj-Yahia, M. M. (2006). The "geography" of child maltreatment in Israel: Findings from a national data set of cases reported to the social services. Child Abuse and Neglect, 30, 991-1003.

5. Hershkowitz, I., Horowitz, D., & Lamb, M. E. (2005). Trends in children’s disclosure of abuse in Israel: A national study. Child Abuse & Neglect, 29, 1203–1214.
6. Hershkowitz, I., Lamb, M. E., & Horowitz, D. (2007). Victimization of children with disabilities. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 77, 629–635.
7. Ibaneza, E., Borrego, J., Pembertona, J., & Terao, S. (2006). Cultural factors in decision-making about child physical abuse: Identifying reporter characteristics influencing reporting tendencies. Child Abuse & Neglect, 30, 1365–1379.

8. Kenny, M. (2001). Child abuse reporting: Teachers’ perceived deterrents. Child Abuse & Neglect, 25 (1), 81–92.

9. Kim, S., Gostin, L., & Cole, T. (2012). Child Abuse Reporting: Rethinking Child Protection. Journal of the American Medical Association, 308 (1), 37-38. 

10. London, K., Bruck, M., Ceci, S. J., & Shuman, D. W. (2005). Disclosure of child sexual abuse: What does the research tell us about the ways that children tell? Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 11 (1), 194-226.

11. Terao, S., Borrego, J., & Urquiza, A. (2001). A Reporting and Response Model for Culture and Child Maltreatment. Child Maltreatment, 6 (2), 158-168.

12. Webster, S.W., O’Toole, R., O’Toole, A.W., & Lucal, B. (2005). Overreporting and underreporting of child abuse: Teachers’ use of professional discretion. Child Abuse & Neglect, 29 (11), 1281–1296.


	          EDUCATIONAL UNIT #5:

V:  The Right to Belong
Rationale and Objectives:  All individuals have the right to belong.  Enabling membership to communities, groups, and institutions that provide them with the means to actively participate as productive and contributing citizens of societies is basic to Human and Children's Rights.  Actualizing Inclusion is key for people to become active participating citizens. Educators can foster students' basic rights by ensuring that school systems are inclusive.   This unit aims to provide course participants with an understanding of the structural dynamics of schools  in both the marginalization of individuals and groups, as well as  in the process of inclusion and achievement of children’s right to belong.
       Learning Outcomes:  

· Identify the relationship between exclusion on different levels and children's rights to belong. 

· Identify educator's role in processes of inclusion of marginalized communities.

	Class
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	7
	
	Lecture Topics:

Exclusion - Structural Marginalization and processes of inclusion.  Marginalized communities:
· Ethnic/minorities
· Immigrant/Migrant groups
	

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings:
1. Ogbu, J., & Simmons, H. (1998). Voluntary and involuntary minorities: A cultural ecological theory of school performance with some implications for education. Anthropology and Educational Quarterly, 29 (2), 155-188.

2. Walsh, S. (2011). Ethiopian emerging adult immigrants in Israel: Coping with discrimination and racism. Youth and Society, 44 (1), 49-75.

Recommended Readings: 

1. Eisikovits, R. A. (1995) "I'll tell you what school should do for us!": How immigrant youths from the former U.S.S.R. view their high school experience in Israel. Youth and Society, 27 (2), 230-255.

2. Harper, R., & Zubida, H. (2010). Making room at the table: Incorporation of foreign workers in Israel. Policy & Society: Journal of Public, Foreign and Global Policy, 29 (4), 371 -383.

3. Kottak, C., & Kozaitis, K. (2008). On being different (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: McGraw Hill.

4. Lahav, G. (2010). Foreign workers in Israel: Global perspectives. International Migration Review, 44 (2), 502-508.

5. Meador, E. (2005). The making of marginality: Schooling for Mexican immigrant girls in the rural southwest. Anthropology and Educational Quarterly, 36 (2), 149-164.

6. Mesch, G., Turjeman, H., & Fishman, G. (2007). Percieved discrimination and well being of immigrant adolescents. Journal of Youth and Adolescents, 37, 592-604.

7. Peterson, R. D., Krivo, L. J., & Hagan, J. (2006). The many colors of crime: Inequalities of race, ethnicity and crime in America. New York, NY: New York University Press.

8. Suarez-Orozco, C., & Suarez-Orozco, M. M. (2001). The Children of immigration in school. In C. Suarez-Orozco & M. M. Suarez-Orozco, Children of immigration (pp. 124-153). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

9. Suarez-Orozco, C., & Suarez-Orozco, M. M. (2001). The Varieties of immigrant experience. In C. Suarez-Orozco & M. M. Suarez-Orozco, Children of immigration (pp. 16-35). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
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	Exclusion - Structural Marginalization and processes of inclusion.  
· Special Needs Groups/ Individuals and children with disabilities
· Attitudes towards Sexual Orientation

	

	Readings Associated With This Unit:

Required Readings: 

1. Lewis, A. (2001). There is no “race” in the schoolyard: Color-blind ideology in an (almost) all-white school. American Educational Research Journal Winter, 38 (4), 781–811.
2. Osler, A., & Starkey, H. (1999). Rights, identities and inclusion: European action programmes as political education. Oxford Review of Education, 25 (1-2), 199-215.

Recommended Readings: 

1. Falicov, C. J. (2007). Working with transnational immigrants: Expanding meaning of family, community and culture. Family Process, 46 (2), 157-171.

2. Melton, G. B., & Anderson, D. (2008). From safe sanctuaries to strong communities: The role of communities of faith in child protection. Family & Community Health: The Journal of Health Promotion & Maintenance, 31 (2), 173-185.

3. Ringel, S., Ronell, N., & Getahune, S. (2005). Factors in the integration process of adolescent immigrants: The case of Ethiopian Jews in Israel. International Social Work. 48 (1), 63-76.

4. Rosenbloom, S., & Way, N. (2004). Experiences of discrimination among African American, Asian American, and Latino adolescents in an urban high school. Journal of Youth and Society, 35, 420-451.

5. Rowley, S. J., Helaire, L. J., & Banerjee, M. (2010). Racism
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6. Spindler, G. D. (1974). Beth Anne: A case study of culturally defined adjustment and teacher perceptions. In G. D. Spindler (Ed.), Education and cultural process: Toward an anthropology of education (pp. 139-153). New York, NY: Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 

7. Suarez-Orozco, C. (2004). Formulating identity in a globalized world. In M. M. Suarez-Orozco & D. B. Qin-Hillard (Eds.), Globalization: Culture and education in the new millennium (pp. 173-202). Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.


	          EDUCATIONAL UNIT #6:
VI. The Right to Develop:
  Education and Children's rights
Rationale and Objectives:  Education is key to the development of children’s social, cognitive, economic and civic competencies which enable them as adults, to participate as active citizens in their society. This unit presents the importance of accessibility to education as a critical component to children's development. This module aims to examine the ways that different educational structures affect children's right to develop.
 Learning Outcomes:  

· Delineate the significance of education as a central component in the children's rights to develop.

· Examine the ways that different educational structures affect children's right to develop.

· Recognize the relationship between different educational modules and children's right to develop.

· Recognize cosmopolitan citizen and its role in the Global Society of Learning to Live together.
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	Lecture Topics:

Educational Models and their Impact on Children's Human rights
· Traditional Models (exclusion)

· Democratic/Civic Education

· Education for Democratic Citizenship and Gender Equality.
· Children's Voice and Opinion : In Education, In Decision Making Processes, and in Citizenship


	 

	1. Lucas, A. G. (2009). Teaching about human rights in the elementary classroom using the book "A life like mine: How children live around the world". Social Studies, 100 (2), 79-84.

2. Osler, A., & Starkey, H. (2004). Study on the advances in civic education in education systems: Good practices in industrialized countries. Report prepared for the InterAmerican Development Bank Education Network of the Regional Policy Dialogue, International Bureau of Education, UNESCO. New York, NY: UNESCO.
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